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Fourth  National  Climate  Assessment,  Volume  II 

Public  Comment  Period  &  National  Academies  Review  Annotation 

The  U.S.  Global  Change  Research  Program  (USGCRP)  released  the  draft  Fourth  National  Climate  Assessment  (NCA4),  Volume  II  for 
public  comment  from  03  November  2017  to  31  January  2018,  concurrent  with  review  by  a  special  committee  convened  by  the 
National  Academies  of  Sciences,  Engineering,  and  Medicine  (NASEM,  03  November  2017  -  12  March  2018). 

The  NASEM  panel  evaluated  the  draft  NCA4  Vol.  II  and  published  a  document  that  captured  consensus  responses  to  questions  posed 
within  a  carefully  designed  Statement  of  Task.  The  final  report  can  be  accessed  here  and  an  acknowledgment  generated  by  USGCRP 
leadership  here.  This  memo  explains  actions  taken  by  the  NCA4  Vol.  II  writing  team  to  accommodate  the  expert  judgment  of  the 
committee.  In  addition  to  the  narrative  review  provided  by  the  NASEM  penal,  each  chapter  writing  team  considered  any  chapter- 
specific  line-by-line  comments  made  by  the  panel,  noted  edits  and  rationale,  and  revise  the  report.  The  annotation  to  these  line-by-line 
comments  from  the  NASEM  panel  can  be  accessed  here. 

A  Federal  Register  Notice  publicized  the  Public  Comment  Period  and  a  web-based  system  collected  input  from  the  general  public  and 
external  disciplinary  experts.  Chapter  writing  teams  considered  each  comment,  noted  edits  and  rationale,  and  revised  the  report.  The 
Public  Comment  Period  annotation  can  be  accessed  here. 

Independent  Review  Editors  (RE)  were  chosen  by  the  NCA4  Federal  Steering  Committee  from  a  pool  of  eternal  experts  solicited 
through  an  open  call  publicized  via  Federal  Register  Notice  (20  July  2017-08  September  2017).  Each  chapter  was  assigned  an  RE  to 
evaluate  author  responses  to  both  the  NASEM  review  and  public  comments,  and  the  revised  chapter  drafts  themselves,  to  confirm  that 
the  chapter  writing  teams  had  given  due  consideration  to  all  review  comments  prior  to  submission  for  final  agency  review  and 
clearance. 

Names  and  affiliations  of  participants  in  the  NCA4  Vol.  II  Public  Comment  Period  were  withheld  from  the  authors,  Review  Editors, 
Federal  Steering  Committee,  and  staff  throughout  review  and  revisions.  Anonymity  helped  preserve  integrity  of  the  drafting  process. 
During  registration,  all  reviewers  consented  to  have  their  names  associated  with  relevant  comments  once  the  report  was  published. 

The  full  report  underwent  several  additional  rounds  of  review  after  these  responses  were  generated  and,  therefore,  edits  may  have  been 
made  that  are  not  part  of  the  attributed  set  of  comments  included  on  the  following  pages. 
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